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May 11, 2023

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Declaration of National Emergency

Dear President Biden:

On behalf of the citizens of Yuma, Arizona, I write with urgency to demand your declaration of a national
state of emergency due to the immigration crisis at the southern border. With that declaration of
emergency under Title 50 (50 USC 1621), you will be committing to protect American communities that
are subject to detrimental impacts of the unfettered flow of migrants into this country.

I am the Mayor of Yuma, Ariz., representing this border city for the last nine years. While the citizens of
Yuma are generous and work hard to address all challenges, the extended migration surge today is far
greater than any previous situation in both total numbers and duration. This was not unforeseen, yet you
have failed to enact proper and diligent policies and actions.

As Mayor, I proclaimed a local emergency on December 15, 2021, to turn back this tide of humanity
coming across the border. The State of Arizona declared a state of emergency under Governor Doug
Ducey which remains in effect under Governor Katie Hobbs. In December of 2022, Yuma County and
the cities of San Luis and Somerton also proclaimed local emergencies. Our economies are hurt, our
hospital's medical care can be overwhelmed by these projected numbers, and the safety of American
citizens is at risk. Since passage of the National Emergencies Act in 1976, every U.S. President has
declared multiple national emergencies to address crises just like this one. Despite all these
proclamations, we have none from you.

Yuma, like many communities located along the border, is subject to a grave lack of federal government
commitment to provide effective policy under current immigration laws. We see the costs of illegal
activity as many migrants fall victim to cartels, who traffic both drugs and humans across the border and
into the U.S. in dangerous and often deadly manners. These activities are business operations to cartels,
and lead to the exploitation, abuse, rapes, and neglect of migrants. Not providing effective policy to stop
these actions facilitates the continuation of these atrocities.

Other impacts to Yuma include the loss of job growth and sustainment of the local economy. Domestic
and international capital investment opportunities in Yuma have been lost due to perception of our city
being heavily impacted by the migrant crisis, though our economic development is primed for growth.



